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The Final Exam

Part I: Critical Reading- 2 Passages (35 points) 

Part II: Text Analysis Response (15 points) 

Part III: Argument Essay (50 points)



The Final Exam

Part I: Critical Reading 

2 Reading Passages 

12 Multiple Choice Questions



The Final Exam

Part II: Text Analysis 

You will identify a central idea from one of  the 
reading passages. 

 You will analyze how the author develops this 
central idea using specific details  

In a well-developed paragraph, show how the author 
uses that writing strategy to develop the central idea. 



The Final Exam

Identify a central idea in the text  

Analyze how the author’s use of  one writing strategy (literary element or 
literary technique or rhetorical device) develops this central idea. 

Examples include: characterization, conflict, denotation/connotation, 
metaphor, simile, irony, language use, point-of-view, setting, structure, 

symbolism, theme, tone, etc.  

Use strong and thorough evidence from the text to support your analysis  

Organize your ideas in a cohesive and coherent manner  

Maintain a formal style of  writing  

Follow the conventions of  standard written English 



The Final Exam

Part III: Argument Essay 

Your will be given 3 Articles to read on a specific topic 

Using evidence from at least two of  the texts, you will write a 
well-developed argument regarding the topic.  

Clearly establish your claim, distinguish your claim from 
alternate or opposing claims, and use specific, relevant, and 

sufficient evidence from at least two of  the texts to develop your 
argument.  

Do not simply summarize each text.



Argument Essay

You will be provided with 3 texts  

Then, using evidence from at least two of  the texts, you 
will write a well-developed argument regarding the topic.  

Clearly establish your claim, distinguish your claim from 
alternate or opposing claims, and use specific, relevant, 
and sufficient evidence from at least two of  the texts to 

develop your argument.  

Do not simply summarize each text.





Argument Essay

The Introduction 

Hook 

Background 

Thesis



Argument Essay

The Conclusion 

Restate your thesis 

Why is is issue important?



Argument Essay

Should Americans eat more insects?



Argument Essay

The Hook 

Your first sentence is comprised of  a “hook.”  

A hook is a sentence that grabs your reader’s attention  

“For those interested in improving their diets and the 
environment, say ‘goodbye’ to eating chicken, fish, 

and beef  and ‘hello’ to eating silk worms, crickets, and 
caterpillars.”



Argument Essay

Background 

Offer some detailed background information on your topic 

What is the issue at hand? Who cares? Where is this issue 
prevalent? Why is it important? 

“Insects are abundant, nutritious, and environmentally sustainable. 
Currently, people in the United States shun the idea of  eating 

insects as part of  their diets, favoring instead less nutritious and 
environmentally destructive food options, such as beef  and pork. 

The UN recently issued a statement calling for more world citizens 
to embrace the many benefits of  eating insects.”



Argument Essay

The Thesis 

What you are going to prove in your essay 

Keep it simple 

“Americans should consider eating insects”



Argument Essay

For those interested in improving their diets and the 
environment, say ‘goodbye’ to eating chicken, fish, and 
beef  and ‘hello’ to eating silk worms, crickets, and 
caterpillars.  Insects are abundant, nutritious, and 
environmentally sustainable. Currently, people in the 
United States shun the idea of  eating insects as part of  
their diets, favoring instead less nutritious and 
environmentally destructive food options, such as beef  and 
pork. The UN recently issued a statement calling for more 
world citizens to embrace the many benefits of  eating 
insects. Americans should consider eating insects



Argument Essay

Americans should consider eating insects. The 
world would be a better place if  more people ate 
insects as a part of  their diets. Fewer people would 
go hungry, more people would get the vitamins, 
minerals, and micronutrients they need to live 
healthy lifestyles, and our planet would be relieved 
of  the burden of  an unsustainable food system.



ALLITERATION

Definition:  

Alliteration is a literary device where words are used in quick succession 
and begin with letters belonging to the same sound group. Whether it is the 

consonant sound or a specific vowel group, the alliteration involves 
creating a repetition of similar sounds in the sentence. Alliterations are 

also created when the words all begin with the same letter. Alliterations are 
used to add character to the writing and often add an element of ‘fun’ to the 

piece.. 

Example:  

The Wicked Witch of the West went her own way.



CHARACTERIZATION 

Definition:  

Characterization in literature refers the step by step process 
wherein an author introduces and then describes a character. The 

character can be described directly by the author or indirectly 
through the actions, thoughts, and speech of the character. 

Example:  

Jeanne Louise Finch was a young girl growing up Maycomb, 
Alabama. She was innocent and knew little about the evil in the 

world prior to the Tom Robinson trial



FLASHBACK

Definition:  

Flashback is a literary device wherein the author depicts the occurrence of specific 
events to the reader, which have taken place before the present time the narration 

is following, or events that have happened before the events that are currently 
unfolding in the story. Flashback devices that are commonly used are past 

narratives by characters, depictions and references of dreams and memories and 
a sub device known as authorial sovereignty wherein the author directly chooses 

to refer to a past occurrence by bringing it up in a straightforward manner. 
Flashback is used to create a background to the present situation, place or person. 

Example:  

Back in the day when Sarah was a young girl…



FORESHADOWING

Definition:  

The literary device foreshadowing refers to the use of indicative word or 
phrases and hints that set the stage for a story to unfold and give the reader 

a hint of something that is going to happen without revealing the story or 
spoiling the suspense. Foreshadowing is used to suggest an upcoming 

outcome to the story. 

Example:  

“He had no idea of the disastrous chain of events to follow”. In this sentence, 
while the protagonist is clueless of further developments, the reader learns 
that something disastrous and problematic is about to happen to/for him.



HYPERBOLE

Definition:  

A hyperbole is a literary device wherein the author uses specific words and 
phrases that exaggerate and overemphasize the basic crux of the statement in 
order to produce a grander, more noticeable effect. The purpose of hyperbole 

is to create a larger-than-life effect and overly stress a specific point. Such 
sentences usually convey an action or sentiment that is generally not 

practically/ realistically possible or plausible but helps emphasize an emotion. 

Example:  

“I am so tired I cannot walk another inch” or “I’m so sleepy I might fall asleep 
standing here”.



IMAGERY

Definition:  

In literature, one of the strongest devices is imagery wherein the author uses words 
and phrases to create “mental images” for the reader. Imagery helps the reader to 

visualize more realistically the author’s writings. The usage of metaphors, 
allusions, descriptive words and similes amongst other literary forms in order to 

“tickle” and awaken the readers’ sensory perceptions is referred to as imagery. 
Imagery is not limited to only visual sensations, but also refers to igniting 

kinesthetic, olfactory, tactile, gustatory, thermal and auditory sensations as well. 

Example:  

The gushing brook stole its way down the lush green mountains, dotted with tiny 
flowers in a riot of colors and trees coming alive with gaily chirping birds.



IRONY

Definition:  

The use of irony in literature refers to playing around with words 
such that the meaning implied by a sentence or word is actually 

different from the literal meaning. Often irony is used to suggest the 
stark contrast of the literal meaning being put forth. The deeper, 
real layer of significance is revealed not by the words themselves 

but the situation and the context in which they are placed. 

Example:  

Think of the end of Romeo & Juliet or Pyramus & Thisbe.



METAPHOR

Definition:  

Metaphors are one of the most extensively used literary devices. A metaphor refers 
to a meaning or identity ascribed to one subject by way of another. In a metaphor, 

one subject is implied to be another so as to draw a comparison between their 
similarities and shared traits. The first subject, which is the focus of the sentences 

is usually compared to the second subject, which is used to convey a degree of 
meaning that is used to characterize the first. The purpose of using a metaphor is to 

take an identity or concept that we understand clearly (second subject) and use it 
to better understand the lesser known element (the first subject). 

Example:  

“Juliet is the Sun”



MOOD

Definition:  

The literary device ‘mood’ refers to a definitive stance the author adopts 
in shaping a specific emotional perspective towards the subject of the 
literary work. It refers to the mental and emotional disposition of the 

author towards the subject, which in turn lends a particular character or 
atmosphere to the work. The final tone achieved thus is instrumental in 

evoking specific, appropriate responses from the reader. 

Example:  

“Stand up children, your father is passing”



OXYMORON

Definition:  

Oxymoron is a significant literary device as it allows the author to use 
contradictory, contrasting concepts placed together in a manner that 

actually ends up making sense in a strange, and slightly complex manner. 
An oxymoron is an interesting literary device because it helps to perceive a 

deeper level of truth and explore different layers of semantics while writing. 

Example:  

Sometimes we cherish things of little value. 

He possessed a cold fire in his eyes.



PERSONIFICATION

Definition:  

Personification is one of the most commonly used and recognized literary 
devices. It refers to the practice of attaching human traits and 

characteristics with inanimate objects, phenomena and animals. 

Example:  

“The raging winds” 

“The wise owl” 

“The warm and comforting fire”



PLOT

Definition:  

The plot usually refers to the sequence of events and happenings that make up a 
story. There is usually a pattern, unintended or intentional, that threads the plot 

together. The plot basically refers to the main outcome and order of the story. 
There is another kind of plot in literature as well; it refers to the conflict or clash 
occurring as a part of the story. The conflict usually follows 3 regular formats: a) 

characters in conflict with one another b) characters in conflict with their 
surroundings and c) characters in conflict with themselves. 

Example:  

Many date movies follow a similar simple plot. Boy meets girl, boy loses girl, boy 
wins girl back in the end.



POINT OF VIEW

Definition:  

Point of view is the manner in which a story is narrated or depicted and who it is that tells 
the story. Simply put, the point of view determines the angle and perception of the story 

unfolding, and thus influences the tone in which the story takes place. The point of view is 
instrumental in manipulating the reader’s understanding of the narrative. In a way, the 

point of view can allow or withhold the reader access into the greater reaches of the story. 
Two of the most common point of view techniques are the first person, wherein the story 

is told by the narrator from his or her standpoint and the third person wherein the 
narrator does not figure in the events of the story and tells the story by referring to all 

characters and places in the third person with third person pronouns and proper nouns. 

Example:  

How would TKAM have been different if told from a different POV?



SETTING

Definition:  

In literature, the word ‘setting’ is used to identify and 
establish the time, place and mood of the events of the 
story. It basically helps in establishing where and when 
and under what circumstances the story is taking place. 

Example:  

How does the setting of TKAM affect the story?



SIMILE

Definition:  

Similes are one of the most commonly used literary devices; referring to 
the practice of drawing parallels or comparisons between two unrelated 

and dissimilar things, people, beings, places and concepts. By using similes 
a greater degree of meaning and understanding is attached to an otherwise 
simple sentence. The reader is able to better understand the sentiment the 
author wishes to convey. Similes are marked by the use of the words ‘as’ or 

‘such as’ or ‘like’. 

Example:  

He is like a mouse in front of the teacher.



SYMBOL

Definition:  

A symbol is literary device that contains several layers of meaning, often 
concealed at first sight, and is representative of several other aspects, 

concepts or traits than those that are visible in the literal translation alone. 
Symbol is using an object or action that means something more than its 

literal meaning. 

Example:  

The phrase “a new dawn” does not talk only about the actual beginning of a 
new day but also signifies a new start, a fresh chance to begin and the end 

of a previous tiring time.



THEME

Definition:  

The theme of any literary work is the base that acts as a foundation for the 
entire literary piece. The theme links all aspects of the literary work with 

one another and is basically the main subject. The theme can be an 
enduring pattern or motif throughout the literary work, occurring in a 

complex, long winding manner or it can be short and succinct and provide 
a certain insight into the story. 

Example:  

The main theme in the play Romeo and Juliet was love with smaller themes 
of sacrifice, tragedy, struggle, hardship, devotion and so on.



TONE

Definition:  

The tone of a literary work is the perspective or attitude that the author 
adopts with regards to a specific character, place or development. Tone can 

portray a variety of emotions ranging from solemn, grave, and critical to 
witty, wry and humorous. Tone helps the reader ascertain the writer’s 

feelings towards a particular topic and this in turn influences the reader’s 
understanding of the story. 

Example:  

In her Harry Potter series, author J.K. Rowling has taken an extremely 
positive, inspiring and uplifting tone towards the idea of love and devotion.



The Final Exam

Please read the poem I sent you this morning



The Final Exam

Identify the central idea 

What is this about?



The Final Exam

Identify a central idea in the text  

Analyze how the author’s use of  one writing strategy (literary element or 
literary technique or rhetorical device) develops this central idea. 

Examples include: characterization, conflict, denotation/connotation, 
metaphor, simile, irony, language use, point-of-view, setting, structure, 

symbolism, theme, tone, etc.  

Use strong and thorough evidence from the text to support your analysis  

Organize your ideas in a cohesive and coherent manner  

Maintain a formal style of  writing  

Follow the conventions of  standard written English 





Homework

None


